


When asking people to describe people with 
autism, you are likely to get a stereotype . . 
. Have you ever wondered why the symbol 
for autism is a puzzle piece? The neurology 
of autism presents many challenges in rela-
tion to social relationships, instructions, 
transitions, social communication, and 
adaptive skills to name a few. In order to 
develop effective programming utilizing evi-
denced based practices (EBP) for individu-
als on the ASD, it is necessary to under-
stand the characteristics that underlie 
“unskilled” areas (e.g., cognitive, language/
communication, social, restricted patterns 
of behavior, interests, and activities, and 
sensory differences, etc.) of concern, as 
well as, their strengths. A growing body of 
literature is providing strategies for ad-
dressing the needs to individuals with ASD. 
This presentation will include a thorough 
understanding of the characteristics of 
learners with ASD. 
 
This full day workshop is appropriate for 
any educators or family members assisting 
students on the autism spectrum. It is 
hoped that participants will register for the 
follow-up session that will address the EBP’s 
for addressing the needs of individuals with 
ASD. 

This session will help you understand why 
age/skill level– and functionally appropriate 
visual supports are necessary in helping 
children with the neurology of autism to 
function independently. We will focus on the 
importance of visual supports (e.g., visual 
schedules, social narratives, power cards, 
etc.). Basically, visual supports enable a 
learner to keep track of daily activities and 
to develop an understanding of time and 
sequences (Koyama & Wand, 2011; Twacht-
man-Cullen, 1995). Just as adults us calen-
dars, phones, lists, and other visual aids to 
plan daily events, visual supports help      

 
 
 
individuals with ASD understand and or-
ganize their world. We will share “best 
practices” of visual strategies to use in the 
classroom for all students to improve stu-
dent engagement. 


